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25 GADGET GIFTS UNDER

Give everyone something cool without breaking the bank,

LESS THAN $50

S50

by Stewart Wolpin

—

Belkin LiveAction
Camera Remote Control
The iPhone doesn't
be shot only
plus app s
the Livef
via Bluetoo

attach the adjustable
video or still of

$49.99; www.belkin.com

Audi R8 Remote
Control Car A
If you can't afford a real Audi for

your kid, you can quell his automo-

tiveurges with this radio-controllad,
battery-powered Audi RB V10. It's
scaled 1:24, comes in blue or red
and needs ane 9-volt battery for
the carand three AAA batteries
for the remote control. Butyou

know you're just delaying the Loy
ingvitable, right? g
$39: www.audi-collection.com

BioLogic Smartphone
Bike Mount

This weatherproof hard-shell ¢
orang mol

4 Ballistic SG

Series Samsung
Galaxy S 3 Case
Four layers —a molded screen protector,
a shock-absorbent polymer, an impact-
resistant polycarbonate shell and soft
silicone with reinforced corners — protect
her Samsung Galaxy S IIl. Plus. its lay-on-
table feature means her screen won't touch
a surface if she places it face-down
$49.99; www.goballisticcase.com

1 Action Shot Wearable
Camcorder
Strappinga B

§43.99; actionshotcam.com

12 GADGET 202 www laptopmag.com



GET SMARTER

The ultimate guide for gifting a smartphone.

y now you may have heard about the
BiPhane 5. This holiday season, Apple's

svelte but big-screen wonder will propel
what's already a staggering number: Nearly
60 percent of all phones sold now are smart-
phones. But the iPhone 5 is hardly the only
exciting device you can give. Samsung has a
one-two punch in the Galaxy 5 |1l and Note |1
that give Apple a run for its money, and there
are plenty of other awesome alternatives.
Here's a quick look at the latest trends and
what to look for before you buy

WHAT T0 LOOK FOR

SCREEN SIZE

Remember when 4.3 inches was considerad the limit
of what peaple would carry? Now you'll find plenty of
handsats with 4.7- and 4 8-inch HD screens, which give
you more room to surf the Web, watch movies and play
games. There's even a 5.5-inch model on the market.
Anything abave 5 inches might be too much 1o some,
which is why these handsets have taken on the phablet
moniker [part phone, part tablet). The iPhone 5's screen
is a relatively small 4 inches, but it's easier to use one-
handed than larger phones.

YOUR NEXT POINT-AND-SHOOT

It's no longer about megapixel counts but special modes
and apps that help you take better pictures and have
more funwith them after they're taken. For instance, the
Samsung Galaxy S Il has a Best Shot mode that snaps a
bunchof pics and then lets you choose the one you want,
And the iPhone 5 has a sweet new panorama mode for
capturing ping 28-megapixel land Also pay
close attention to speed; shutter lag is so last year.

CHOOSE YOUR 08

For the last couple of years it's been all about Android and
105, And that's still pretty much the case. In a nutshell,
Apple’s i0S remains the easiest aperating system 1o
use and has the broadest selection of high-quality apps.
108 6 adds such welcome new features as turn-by-turn
directions, a smarter Siri and a new Passbook feature

for storing everything from coupons and plane tickets
inona place.

Android remains the most customizable 03, which
means that you can personalize your device with widgets
instead of having a static home screen. It also means that
smartphone makers can add unique innovations on top
of Google's software, such as pen input on the Galaxy
Note II. And Android offers a lot more choice in terms
of hardware.

Windows Phone B is certainly worth considering,
especially for first-time smartphone owners. You can
now resize the live tiles on the dynamic Start screen
and use cool Lens apps to get more out of the camera.
Like Android, Windows Phone 8 supports NFC chips
50 you will be able to pay for stuff with a tap of your
phone

WHAT YOU GET FOR...

LESS THAN $50

Budget smartphones are jam-packed with all the features
they'll need, including 4G LTE speeds, at least a 5-MP
camera anda I-GHz or faster processor. Most value-priced
models come with a smaller, lower-resolution screen{3.5
ta 4 inches), but you can alsa find more power ful handsets
for loved ones that have been discounted, such as the
$49 LG Lucid for Verizon Wireless.

$99 TO $149

The sweet spot for a lot of shoppers includes older
superphones ata lower price (such as the iPhone 48 and
Samsung Galaxy Nexus). The HTC One X, for example,
boasts a super-fast camera, a huge 4.7-inch HD screen
and Beats Audio for $99. You'll also find many phones
with slide-out keyboards in this price range (such as the
Motorola Droid 4) for the messaging fiend on your list.

$199 AND UP

The biggest screens, the fastest pracessors, the sharpest
cameras and themost cutting-edge designs. That's what
they'll enjoy if you splurge on a premium smartphone,
which makes the most sense taus since they'll be living
with that device for two years. At $299, they'll be able
to have mare capacity for movies, music and more, such
as the 32GB Galaxy $ Il and iPhane 5.
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MADE FOR MILLIONAIRES

Restraint is way overrated.

Hart Audio D&W Aural Pleasure
Loudspeakers, 18ct Gold

Your favorite audiophile will love this innovative set of
speakers housed in solid gold cabinets. We know what you're
thinking: Sure, they have that shine | love, but how do they
perform? Speakers usually rely on their wood components
to lend celor to their performance, but by sheathing their
drive units in gold instead, Hart gives these speakers an
unimpeded clarity that will remind you. once again, that
the best things in life are at least $4 million

£3,000,000 {$4,800,000);

www.hartaudio.com

GADGET 2012

bvy Aimee Baldridge

CoverBee Diamond
Laptop Sleeve

Wi were skeptical at first about parting with
$11 million for a 13-inch laptop sleeve. But
then CoverBea made an excellent point: “This
makes sense, because laptops have become
a commadity.” And it is a thing of beauty to
behold: The sleeve is lined with sable and
adorned with 8,800 round-cut diamonds of
exceedingly high-quality clarity and color
Yes, laptops will come and go, but a diamond
laptop sleeve is forever.

$11,000,000; www.coverbee.com

< Virgin Galactic
Spaceship Charter

These days, it seems so hard to find a place
where you can leave the world behind. Sir Richard
Branson feels your pain, and he's providing a
new way toget away fromit all. Branson has
opened up bookings on LauncherOne, Virgin
Galactic's new spacecraft. When you opt for
the charter package, Virgin will launch you
and five of your best friends into space ona
private satellite, Exclusivity is guaranteed, and
flights are expected to begin in 2015.
$1,000,000; www.virgingalactic.com

www. laptopmag,.comil

Leica M9-P Edition —
Hermés—Série Limitée
Jean-Louts Dumas

make a
tareally
-meqapixel
‘\:Qll ner
ition of 100, it’s

$800D5LR, but a Ber q
home faster thana ll‘ldc'l either.
§50,000; www.leica-camera.com

2QIOCEres

Tesla Model X Signature
Performance
Here's a gift that could offset some of those fuel emi

with a roomy six-p ﬁﬁargnr
As Tesla puts
thout living
live at the

), but you can put
§87,900; www.tesla.com

w13

topmag.com

« Suidobashi Heavy
Industry Kuratas
Robot
Kogoro Kurata knows that your favorite
billionaire dreams big as bi
13-foot boardable robot. “Robot pilot.”
as the Suidabashi website points out
ceupation most man would want
life thanks to Wataru
hido") operating
od by a diesel enging,

system a
the Kur
road at a 6.3 mph top speed. Youcan dri
the Kuratas from the cockpit or dismount
and command it via smartphone app 10
perform tasks 5 fighting
a squirt gun, firing 6,000 BBs per miny
withatwin gatling gun, or — and we're not
sure they really thought this one through
— cleaning house with a mop

Starting at $1,353,500;
suidobashijuko.jp

GADGET 2012
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WHAT'S THE PLAN?

Cell Phone Carriers Compared Mally Klinefelter

Ithough they're called the Big Four, a better term might be Big

Two. AT&T and Verizon currently control more than 70 percent

of the U.S. smartphone market. And in the race to roll aut 4G
LTE, Verizon is winning by a landslide with 337 markets.

Sprint and T-Mobile are scrambling to catch up, T-Mobile has the
second largest number of 4G LTE markets, and in the wake of its failed
attempt to merge with AT&T, the company is looking to entice custom-
ers with new unlimited data plans. (T-Mobile and MetroPCS may wind
up as one carrier.) Sprint rolled out its 4G LTE coverage in August, and
although it only had five 4G markets as of press time, it announced plans
to add 100 more in the next few months.

CHARTING IT

In the chart below, we've figured prices (using a New
York zip code) for three different example 4G-capable
smartphone users:

Basic individual plan: Enough anytime talk minutes, text allowance, and data usage
for most personal and light business use

\_— verizonuireess
& atat

Sprint

-« i} - -Mobile-

A FASHIONISTA'S

FAVORITES .......

FASHJ‘_DN!S TA:
Julie Bensman

hether interviewing designers and

stylists, casting models or produc-

ing photo shoots, Julie Bensman
has always played a major role in the fashion
industry. "I love the excitement and how
everything always changes — you never get
bored,” she said. These days, Bensman is an
editor-at-large for the popular site The Fashion
Spot [www.thefashionspot.com), where her
“Closed Set” column features interviews with
fashion insiders, discussing the latest in style,
beauty and fitness.

—
Power user individual plan: For people - especially business users - who need a
Iat of daytime talk minutes and a hefty data allowance. c.r.icl(et
Basic family plan: Sufficient anytime talk minutes and data usage for most families
{with 2 or 4 phones). FAVORITE GADGETS
Note that plan details vary for each carrier, so an exact minute-for-minute comparison m metroPCS
isn't possible. All plans include free weekend and nighttime minutes (start and end - : WeSc
times vary), and we haven't listed the many special incentives that, like confetti, the i _ﬁ Headphones A
carriers shower on patential customers — unlimited in-network or mobile-to-mobile US Cellular For navigating the concrete jungle with a
calling or texting, rollover minutes, and others like them, i soundtrack on constant rotation, Bens-
BOF4G man relies on a chic headset that looks
CARRIER PROS CONS MARKETS| PLAN PRICING DETAILS asgoodasitsounds:* Thasshead phanas
= aren’t for wallflowers,” she said. She
Verizon | Largest number of 4G LTE | New smartphone custom- | 337 JELGEM $100/month unlimited voice & text; 2GB data wears the x The Standard limited edi-
Wireless | markets by far, rell.a.ble ers. myst choase plan W'tr' LLLILN $120/month unlimited voice & text; 6GB data tions. The similarly styled Maracas are
data and voiceconnectivity; | unlimited talk and text; can't available for consumers
shared dataplans useful for | do simultaneous voice and LLUH (2 phones) §150/month | unlimited voice & text; 4GB shared data $80; " !
individuais or famiies who | data liks AT&T {4 phones} $250/manth | unlimited voice & text; 8GB shared data Lo ;
want to use single pool for 'ﬂ
multiple devices il ]
AT&T | Second greatest number | Only shared data plans 5 UL 569 99/month 450 anytime mins; unlimited text; 3GE data
of 4G LTE cities covered; | support FaceTime calls PRl 5125/ month unlimited voice & text; 6GB data
Dffers compelling exclusive | over cellular.
phones such as HTC One LUV (2 phanes) $150/month | unlimited voice & text; 4GB shared data
X+ and Nokia Lumia 820; [4 phones) $240/month | unlimited voice & text: 10GB shared data
shared data plans good MURE PI[:KS
bet for families, including
affordable 1GB plan < JackGems
g Smartphone seeming a little
Sprint | Unlimited 4G dataplanscan | Small number of 4G LTE 5 LB $79.99/month 450 anytime mins; unlimited text and data drab?l B:ng'rfu;:in mi of these
saveyoumonsy versus AT&T | markets for now; AT&T LN $110/month unlimited voice, text & data Swaravski crystal-encrusted
and Verizon; Buyback pro- | and Verizon offer better B lugs, created by jewelr
gram gives upto $300 credit | smartphane selection Gl (2 phones)  $150/ [ 1500 anytime mins: unlimited text & data B e i ]
Eia e thore month 3000 anytime mins; unlimited text & data R designer Kirsten Goede.
4 phones] $250/month Available in 10 l:mm&}l.i
B . they fit most (but not all
T-Mobile | Very broad 4G HSPA+ | Behind the other big three | 229 §69.98/manth 500 anytime mins; unlimited text; 268 data Sma;p:mr::: ,(\.i:Jh ;;:m
foot_prmt.' u_nl\m-!ed dataplan | carmersin4GLTE deployment; $89.88/month unlimited voice, text, data headphone jacks, and you can
options without overages. | some popular phones cost still talk on the handset with the
can save versus AT&T if | more up front on T-Mabile; {2 phones) $140/month | 1000 anytime mins; unlimited text & data JackGem installed.
i ; . : 14 phones) $230/month | unlimited voice, text & data LAY
3:1; r;\::gl I:nrocked iPhone | doesn't offer iPhone 5 $26; www.jackgems.com
No-contract | Not too keen on signing a contract with a major carrier? Small carriers such as Boost Mobile, Cricket, MatroPCS, U.S. Cellular and Virgin Mobile offer solid’
Options | smariphone selections with no contract obligations, which can end up saving you hundreds of dollars over the long run. Some standout features: Boost
allows users to pay via a Facebook app, U.S. Cellular has a stellar customer service reputation, and Cricket and Virgin offer the iPhone in their lineups. T
GADGET 2012 76 GADGET 2012
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Cole Haan's Linley Tablet Zip Around 3
Between mobile offices, commuting to appointments and frequent traveliag
Bensman needs an iPad case that's compact and durable. This one also gts hig
marks for style: *It's classic and polished without being boring,” she said.
$118; www.colehaan.com
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